
 

 
 

 
 

December 1, 2022 

 
 
Dear Friend, 

THE GREATEST JOURNEY 
  
It was so nice of you to ask about my trip to Missouri and back last week. I quickly settled on a 
stock reply: “No tickets and no crashes.” Even better, my wife and son have now joined me here 
in New Jersey! The moving van is scheduled to arrive at our new home in Haddon Heights 
Friday morning. 
 
In the Bible, God’s people are often on the move. Abraham and Sarah left home when Abraham 
was 75 years old in the hope that God would give them a child in their old age, and their 
descendants would inherit the land of Canaan. Imagine starting over at age 75! Abraham and 
Sarah’s descendants did inherit the land, but not before being enslaved by the Egyptians and 
led out of slavery by Moses. Their return to the Promised Land was long, and the Israelites 
complained the whole way, like kids in the back seat of the car, crying, “Are we there yet?” Many 
generations later, God allowed Jerusalem to be sacked and its residents to be deported. That 
was a journey of defeat occasioned by divine judgment. After 70 years, God raised up the 
Persian King Cyrus who defeated the Jewish people’s Babylonian oppressors and permitted the 
Jewish people to return home. 
 

The greatest journey of all is the one we remember each Christmas. The Son of God stepped 
out of eternity into time. The Son emptied himself of divine power and glory to be born in a barn 
to a peasant woman who found herself far from home. God the Son made this greatest and 
lengthiest journey for our sake. We had gone astray. We were lost. The Son of God came 
looking for us and found us and has gone before us into the heavens where he is preparing a 
place for us. 
 
Are you starting over this Christmas? Are you 
returning home to see family and old friends? Are 
you not where you want to be this season, either 
because of circumstances beyond your control or 
poor decisions you have made? All of us are on a 
journey, either real or figurative. If we are in Christ, 
we can trust that the destination is worth the wait and 
is better than any way station we stop at enroute. 
  

Marvin  

Journey to Bethlehem Mosaic - Byzantine, 1320 (Public domain) 
 
  



LAST CHANCE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS 
 

Orders and payment my be dropped off at the church office Attn: Isabel Pross 
Click on form for PDF to print 

 
 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Poinsettias%20flyer.pdf


 TOY COLLECTION! 
We are collecting toys to share Christmas with the many families we help 
each year. Toys (new, please) can be added to the toy box in the donation 
alcove or dropped off at the office through Wed. Dec. 21. Help First 
Presbyterian play Santa! Share the Christmas spirit! 

  

AND THE MITTEN TREE… 
 
... is in the back of the Sanctuary awaiting your donations of mittens, 
gloves, hats, and scarves for all ages. Donations accepted through 
December. 

 
  

KEEP READING FOR INFORMATION ABOUT GIFT CARD DONATIONS! 
  

 

  



  
 

NEW GROUP FORMING: BIBLE BUDDIES! 

Paul & Lindsay Sommers, parents of Wyatt (age 4) and Cayden (age 2), are excited to announce that 
they are starting a new group for young families called “Bible Buddies”! Bible Buddies is a group where 
young families can get to know each other and join in on activities that are appropriate for younger ages 

(approximately newborn through 1st or 2nd grade). We plan on having 4-5 events per year.  

We invite you to join us after the Candlelight Service on December 11 (5pm) where many of our 
kids will be singing in the choirs. We’ll be walking two blocks to Passariello’s for some pizza! It’s a pretty 
chill environment and they have lots of options for the kids. 

 
Contact Paul Sommers, paulsommers03@gmail.com, if you are interested in the group or have 
questions. We'd love to meet you! 

 

mailto:paulsommers03@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F343Zi8ETn7bjkAms9&data=05%7C01%7CJoyce.Stout%40jefferson.edu%7Cdc91d7b24c5c4dfdd8fd08dac9c439da%7C55a89906c710436bbc444c590cb67c4a%7C0%7C0%7C638044141886481021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PXMdT2gvoHA%2BULxzhaI0y%2F4OStBz%2FNLBVhPzpWqgnHE%3D&reserved=0


STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 
Your Stephen Ministry Leadership team is pleased to provide an update on the 
ongoing training of our two Stephen Ministers, Donna George and Paul 
Sommers. 

 
The training sessions kicked off in early October and we have conducted five three-hour 
sessions in the intervening weeks. Training takes place in-person at the church, led on a 
rotating basis by Stephen Leaders Rev. Nikki Passante, Carol Carty, Lisa Hurd and Joyce Stout. 
To date, topics have included "The Art of Listening," "A Process Approach to Caring," and in-
depth discussions of the books "Distinctively Christian Caring" and "Speaking the Truth in Love." 
The training resources provided by Stephen Ministry St. Louis are highly professional and 
comprehensive, providing opportunities for in-depth discussion, role playing, etc. Bi-weekly 
training sessions will continue through early March and we expect to commission our Stephen 
Ministers for service shortly thereafter. 
  
Donna and Paul are going to be wonderful Stephen Ministers. They are deeply thoughtful and 
compassionate people, with life skills developed through their careers that make them uniquely 
qualified to provide the kind of caring Stephen Ministers are trained to deliver. It's an honor to 
serve with them. 
  
We expect to begin another round of information sessions for the next class of Stephen 
Ministers later in the spring. Stay tuned! 

 

WOMEN’S WALKING GROUP 
 

Join the company of other women and take in the lovely streets of Haddonfield on Tuesday, 
December 13 at 10:00 a.m. Any woman from the church is invited to meet guide Linda Hess 
under the portico of the church to begin. The distance of the walk will take into 
consideration the temperature and weather conditions. In case of inclement weather, the 
walk will be postponed. The walk is a program of Presbyterian Women. 

 
PORCH BIBLE STUDY MEETS ON DECEMBER 6TH 

  
The last Porcher Zoom meeting of the year is December 6.  We are studying the Gospel of 
Luke. Contact Deb Nussbaum for information: debranussbaum1987@gmail.com 

 

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE CLASS 
ADVENT MEETINGS AND NEW WINTER SYLLABUS 

  - December 4   No Class 
  - December 11 Angels (and Fallen Angels) 
  - December 18 Angels in the stained glass windows of our Sanctuary. Meet in the 
Sanctuary 
  - No Class December 25 or January 1 
 

The class meets at about 11:20, following worship in the Church office Conference Space. 
David Stedman, church historian, is the presenter, and all are welcome. The current theme is 
the Music of the Church. Full details and updated winter syllabus are on the website. 
  
 

mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education


NEW MEMBERS MAKE-UP CLASS – Sunday, Dec. 11, after worship anyone joining the church who 
missed one of the earlier sessions should meet Pastor Nikki in the Hospitality Center to fulfill this 
step in the journey. We look forward to welcoming new members during worship on December 
18. 

 

A Concert Thank-you 

 
A big thank you to everyone who helped out or came and supported our first concert series 
concert.The musicians were all great and I hope those who came will let everyone who did not what 
they are missing.The hope is that we will have three more concerts (one strings) in the coming year 
- so keep an eye out for them. These concerts help support the music ministry that this church 
values so highly. - from the Marketing and Outreach Committee (Margot Dark) 

 

A Turkey Thank-you 

 
A big thank you to all who brought turkeys or gave cash donations. We collected 127 turkeys and $1050 in 
cash/check donations. The folks at Your Food Shelf are very grateful. A special thank you to Lesley Kirsch who 
volunteered to take some of the cash to ACME to buy turkeys. And a second thank you to Jamie Gilbert who is an 
associate family member. It may have been cold – but your donations warmed our hearts! 

  

 
 

HOLIDAY GREENS TO SUPPORT FMSC 
 

Lynch Creek Farms, located in Washington State, offers nonprofit organizations like 
Haddonfield’s “It Take a Village”, Feed My Starving Children the opportunity to earn 
15% on all sales of their beautiful holiday wreaths and centerpieces. Most of their 

products cost approximately $45-$75, which includes shipping. Just make certain when ordering that you go 
to the fundraising page and use the  campaign number 300176 to be certain that FMSC gets credit. Orders 
can be made up until Dec. 11th 
 
Here’s how it works: Online orders may be made by going to www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/300176 . 
Then just make your selection and provide the information required. Please note that the date you are asked 
to provide will be the approximate shipping date-not the  arrival date of the item.You can also order by phone 
at (888)426-0781 if you would prefer. Let’s help FMSC meet the need of many this season. 
  

 

 

https://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/teams/300176-it-takes-a-village-feed-my-starving-children


YOUTH NEWS 

  
FPCH Youth Group is this Sunday, 12/4/22 - GAME NIGHT! Calling all Middle and High 
Schoolers for my last official Youth Group (*sob*)! Let's have some super-sized Christmas fun 
as we meet from 5-6:30pm. I have lots of ideas....Grog, Gingerbread House Decorating. Elf 
Movie Trivia for some prizes,  etc. Let's go out laughing all the way! Pizza and snacks of 
course! Please RSVP to gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to make sure there's enough 
Gingerbread Houses and Supplies!  Hope to see you Sunday!  

   
 

Caring Hearts Donations Needed: FPCH has partnered with Caring 
Hearts to sponsor Wish Lists for the holidays! You will bring much 
delight to families struggling with HIV/AIDS.  Please see the display 
outside the sanctuary for specific gift cards needed, or feel free to 
donate money through Realm or Venmo and we can shop for you! DGift 
cards are in $25 increments, but any donation amount is 

appreciated. Gift cards and donations are due no later than 12/11/22. Let's help give some 
deserving families  a wonderful Christmas!   
 
Thanks to all for coming out to the Advent Festival this past Sunday. It was a wonderful event 
filled with friends, family, fellowship and more. Heartfelt Thanks to: The Christian Education 
Committee, The Church Staff, The Confirmation Class, and all those who donated their time and 
effort to make this event a success. We could not do it without all of your generosity. Much 
gratitude to the Advent Committee without whom none of this would be possible: Trish Adkins, 
Rachel Davis, Christina Neal, Joyce Stout.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for sending in your 2023 Pledge! 
If you requested envelopes, they are waiting for you in the back of the Sanctuary. 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org


CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST - Please keep members and friends of the congregation in 
your prayers. The weekly Prayer List is available in Sunday’s bulletin or online here. If you 
would like to add a personal prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne 
Vial. Please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The Prayer Request portal on 
the website is available for private requests sent directly to the pastors.  

 

The Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s  
The indignity of it all: having to wait in line for food so that you and your family can survive, 
rooting through others' used clothing to provide an outfit or two for your child, admitting that you 
can't even afford to buy diapers or wipes for your baby. This is life for many impoverished and 
unsheltered people.  
 
We as Christians can alter this landscape. We have the ability right now to make a difference 
through our support of the Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid's. What's different about St. 
Wilfrid's?  Our clients at St. Wilfrid's feel the genuine love and concern that our volunteers 
exude. Bags of food? Yes, but customized with our clients' preference of fresh produce, frozen 
meat or pastry items.  Used clothes, yes? But with a personalized shopping experience led by 
folks like Melinda Lamb with clothing vetted by folks like Corey Crumley and Joan Fiorella. Need 
assistance getting your food to your car? Alan Stedman and John Reed will help. Diapers for 
your child?  No worries, Kae Fretz has lovingly bundled them for you.  And the list goes on. 
 
Lend your talents and energy to those who need it and appreciate it so much. Contact Paul 
Urian to explore volunteer opportunities at St. Wilfrid's (umanpaul@me.com or 856-676-
2770). Donate clean winter clothing in good condition. Buy some diapers, any size, any 
amount. You will have changed the landscape.   

 
  

Essence of Harmony Choral Society 
Concert, Dec. 3, Moorestown 

Presbyterian Church 

Enjoy an afternoon with the choir that 

receives ongoing FPCH support as part 

of our Matthew 25 Initiative! 

  
An explanation of our support commitment: Our 
Session recognizes that throughout U.S. history 
African American composers have not been 
compensated equitably for the music they have 
created. To remedy this in “our little way,” the 
congregation is invited to make a donation whenever 
we sing an African American Spiritual, whether it’s 
the choir anthem or a hymn. This donation will go 
directly to The Essence of Harmony Choral 
Society to assist them in purchasing music, 
supporting professional musicians, and paying 
venue fees. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13aqstmRHj_f6d8GmBrFOrTvx4SnGJhhP/view?usp=share_link
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/prayerrequests.aspx?subheadertext=Prayer+Request
mailto:umanpaul@me.com


The Essence of Harmony Choral Society was formed in 2018 by Cherisse Bonefont. The Choir 
was born from a need she saw to create the presence of space for and a medium through which 
singers of all skill levels can share their musical gifts with the Burlington County community at large. 
This diverse group of singers has a cohesive and creative performance style. EHCS focuses 
explicitly on celebrating the works of both classical and under-recognized African-American 
composers. In addition, the group presents classics and anthems, spirituals, and contemporary 

gospel music. 
  
To donate to the Essence of Harmony Choral Society 

 

 

Usher, Greeter and/or Offering Taker Sign-up 
 

Click on the sign-up link below to make it official, or simply send Kris Bean a quick 
email: kbean@haddonfieldpres.org. 

  

 
 

 

SIGNS IN SUPPORT OF UKRAINE ARE STILL FOR SALE 

 
 All of the proceeds go to Feed My Starving Children’s relief efforts in and around Ukraine. As 
Marvin's recent sermon reminded us, FMSC will use that $20 to buy 83 meals for hungry 
people.  

 

Recommendations from your COVID Response Team: 

• Please keep up to date with your vaccinations and boosters - they are your first line of 
defense 

• Masks are optional but are encouraged for any Members who feel safer with that added 
layer of protection 

• Social Distancing in the Pews is also supported - when possible, please try and sit every 
other Pew 

• The entire Sanctuary is open and available for seating. Members who wish to Worship in 
person but would feel more comfortable a little more distant from most of the 
congregation, please make full use of the balconies (upper and lower) 

• If you or your child feel ill on any given Sunday, please enjoy participating in Worship with 
your child using our live streaming option on the website 

The CRT will be incorporating Camden County’s Covid Status on the website weekly - please 
feel free to check that prior to deciding to attend Worship: 
  

 

  

 

mailto:kbean@haddonfieldpres.org
https://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/haddonfieldpres


 
CALENDAR 

 

 
Dec. 1  – 6:30 p.m. Moore Bells 
            – 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Dec. 3  – St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic 

– 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Interfaith 
Caregivers Holiday Market 
– 4 p.m. Essence of Harmony Choral 
Concert 

Dec. 4 – 10 a.m. Worship – Second Sunday 
in Advent, Sunday School, Confirmation 

           – 5 p.m.Youth Group 
Dec. 5 – 9:30 a.m. Quilters 

     – 7 p.m. Session meeting 
Dec. 6 – 10 a.m. PW Coordinating Team 

meeting 
     – 10:30 a.m. Staff meeting 
     – 7 p.m. Porch Bible Study Zoom 

Dec. 7 – Santa visits Preschool 
     – 3:45-8:15 p.m. Children’s and 
Youth Choirs w/ spaghetti dinner 

Dec. 8 – Santa visits Preschool 
     – 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Haddonfield Holiday 
House Tour – THE MANSE! 
     – 6:30 p.m. Moore Bells 
     – 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Dec. 9  – 9:30 a.m. Women's Prison Ministry  
Dec. 10  – 11 a.m. Tableau rehearsal 
Dec. 11  – 10 a.m. Worship – Third Sunday 

in Advent, Sunday School, 
Confirmation class,           

              -- 11:15 a.m. New members make-
up class 
– 11:20 a.m. Christian Heritage 
Class 
– 5 p.m. Advent Candlelight 
Service 
– No Youth Group 

Dec. 12   – 9:30 a.m. Quilters 
– 7:30 p.m.Circle 4 

– 6:30 p.m. Special Needs Adults 
Cookies And Bingo 

Dec. 13   – 10 a.m. Women’s Walking Group 
      – 6:30 p.m. Deacons Christmas 

Party 
Dec. 14 – NO CHILDREN’S OR YOUTH 

CHOIRS 
       – 6 p.m. Stephen Ministry Training, 
Using Mental Health Professionals 

Dec. 15  – 4:30 p.m. Marketing and 
Outreach Committee 
       – 6:30 p.m. Moore Bells 
       – 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Dec. 17 – St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic 
Dec. 18 – 10 a.m. Worship – Fourth Sunday 

in Advent,  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, 

             – 11:20 a.m. Christian Heritage 
Class 
      – 5 p.m. Youth Group 

Dec. 20  – 10 a.m. Circles 1 and 3 
        – 10:30 a.m. Staff meeting 
        – 5 p.m. Open House at the Manse 

Dec. 21  – NO CHILDREN’S OR YOUTH 
CHOIRS 

Dec. 22  – 6:30 p.m. Moore Bells 
        – 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Dec. 23  – 9:30 a.m. Women's Prison 
Ministry Zoom 

Dec. 24   – CHRISTMAS EVE: 
– 4 p.m. Family Service 
– 7:30 p.m. Chapel Service 
– 10 p.m. Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 25   – CHRISTMAS DAY – 10 a.m. 
Worship 

Dec. 26-30  – CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
             – CHOIRS DO NOT MEET 

Jan. 1      – 10 a.m. Worship

 


